Massive putaminal-thalamic nontraumatic hemorrhage.
Fourteen patients developed massive putaminal-thalamic hemorrhage. All patients were young black men. They were hypertensive but without chronic hypertensive vascular changes. They had been treated with antihypertensive medication for less than 3 yr. All patients presented with a prodromal headache beginning 18-30 h before the brain hemorrhage. Initial clinical signs were heralded by a change in the headache pattern and vomiting. All patients became comatose and hemiplegic within 4-12 h. CT showed a hyperdense putaminal-thalamic hemorrhage which was 60 to 86 mm in maximal diameter. There was marked mass effect with secondary intraventricular extension. All patients died within 72 h, despite rapid and adequate blood pressure control and maximal medical treatment of cerebral edema and increased intracranial pressure.